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advocacy includes service as a member of the
Policy Chief's Advisory Committee, founding
the central Commercial District Revitalization
Corporation, belonging to the Inner City Busi-
ness Associations and serving as a board
member for the Sherman Heights Community
Center.

Hueso holds a bachelor's of arts degree
from the University of California, Los Angeles;
he also completed postgraduate work in Com-
munity and Economic Development at San
Diego State University. He and his wife,
Laura, live in Logan Heights with their four
young sons.

| am happy to join in honoring San Diego
City Councilman Ben Hueso with the Commu-
nity Service Award presented to him at the
28th Annual John S. Lyons Memorial Banquet
in San Diego on September 11, 2010.

———

THE NATIONAL DAY OF RECOGNI-
TION FOR PARENTS OF SPECIAL
NEEDS CHILDREN RESOLUTION

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution in support
of a national day of recognition for parents of
special needs children. | am honored to have
had the opportunity to work with my good
friend Representative TURNER from Ohio in
sponsoring this resolution. | encourage all of
my colleagues to support it.

Children with special health care needs are
defined as those children who have a chronic
physical, developmental, behavioral, or emo-
tional condition that requires special health-re-
lated services of a type or amount to go above
and beyond what is generally required for chil-
dren. The Department of Health and Human
Services’ most recent National Survey of Chil-
dren with Special Health Care Needs esti-
mates that 14 percent of children between the
ages of 0 and 17 in the United States are di-
agnosed as having special health care needs.

As many in this Chamber already know, |
am active in promoting autism awareness and
advocating for more research; my only grand-
son is autistic and | have taken it upon myself
to learn about autism and the challenges fami-
lies face living with autism. Parents serve a
critical role in the development of special
needs children and in preparing them to suc-
ceed in school and life. All too often, children
with special needs require specialized services
that go well beyond those required by children
generally. | believe the time has come to rec-
ognize the selfless dedication, compassion,
and sacrifice of these parents.

The resolution is simple. It calls for recogni-
tion of the importance of honoring the Nation’s
parents of special needs children; that a Na-
tional Day of Recognition for Parents of Spe-
cial Needs Children should be established to
honor such parents; and urges the President
to issue a proclamation calling on the people
of the United States to observe such a day
with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and
activities.

Again, | would like to encourage all of my
colleagues to co-sponsor this critically impor-
tant resolution.
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Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, in just a few weeks, we will celebrate
the 75th anniversary of the enactment of the
Social Security Act.

Americans have benefitted greatly from this
extraordinary program over the past 75 years.
In fact, almost half of today’s elderly would live
in poverty without it. It is the most successful
domestic program in our nation’s history.

There can be no better time to renew our
commitment to defend this program, to reinvig-
orate it and to do everything we can to ensure
that Social Security is funded, solvent, and
available for generations to come.

From its very inception, Social Security was
a promise of economic security and stability
for older Americans after a lifetime of hard
work. Over the years, that promise has been
strengthened to protect Americans in case of
severe disability and the death of a bread-
winner as well. Year after year, Social Security
continues to deliver on that promise. For
three-quarters of a century, through 13 reces-
sions, Americans have been able to depend
on benefits that arrive on time and in full.

More than 50 million Americans rely on So-
cial Security now. Six in 10 seniors rely on So-
cial Security for more than half of their in-
come. And more than 6 million children—near-
ly one in 10—receive part of their family in-
come from Social Security.

For 75 years, we have stood by the pro-
gram that we created: strengthening it in the
1950s and ’60s, and preserving its solvency in
the *70s and '80s. Now, as we all know, the
retirement of the Baby Boom generation will
create new and real challenges for Social Se-
curity. And we need to respond to those chal-
lenges with innovative solutions that guarantee
the system’s long-term strength for genera-
tions to come.

But make no mistake, opponents of Social
Security have not given up their effort to un-
dermine this great program. Republicans in
Congress continue to deliberately exaggerate
the system’s problems in an attempt to scare
the public into supporting the radical idea of
privatizing Social Security.

The Senior Republican on the House Budg-
et Committee, for example, unveiled his Par-
ty’s plan to eliminate Medicare and privatize
and cut Social Security, rehashing the failed
policies that President George Bush tried to
carry out but was stopped, thanks to Demo-
cratic opposition in Congress.

According to the Washington Post, “Some
GOP lawmakers also have endorsed [Rep.
PAUL] RYAN’s alternative budget plan, which
would wipe out deficits in part by privatizing
social security and replacing traditional Medi-
care benefits with an insurance voucher for
people age 55 and older.”

Their strategy poses a risk to all Americans,
and experts concur that privatizing Social Se-
curity will not solve the challenges facing the
system.

The recent economic meltdown on Wall
Street reinforces the folly of trying to tie the
Social Security Trust Fund to the ups and
downs of a volatile stock market. When the
market crashed in 2008, investors lost 30 per-
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cent or more of their savings. Social Security
recipients didn’t lose a nickel in benefits. Had
previous efforts to privatize Social Security
succeeded, seniors would have lost trillions
more in the recent stock market meltdown and
economic recession. The American people de-
serve the income security they have earned.

In the wake of the current economic crisis,
Social Security is more important than ever.
Social Security was created at a time when
the American economy had crumbled and was
struggling to recover. Pensions were almost
non-existent, and a majority of seniors were
unable to support themselves after retirement.
Thanks to Social Security, millions of seniors
today can live their lives with dignity and inde-
pendence instead of poverty and despair.

In December of this year, the President’s Bi-
partisan Commission on Fiscal Responsibility
will release recommendations on meaningful
ways to improve America’s long-term fiscal
outlook, including the future of Social Security.
| look forward to reading the report and re-
viewing their recommendations to ensure that
Social Security is strengthened, not weak-
ened.

As we approach August 14, the date of the
75th anniversary of Social Security, we can all
be grateful for the creation of this program and
we can all rededicate ourselves to ensuring its
continued success. | remain committed to pre-
serving Social Security’s guaranteed, lifelong,
inflation-protected insurance benefits for retir-
ees, disabled workers and their families, and
the survivors of deceased workers for genera-
tions to come.

———

CONGRATULATING SAVAGE PRECI-
SION FABRICATION, INC. FOR 2010
UNITED STATES SMALL BUSI-
NESS ADMINISTRATION SUBCON-
TRACTOR OF THE YEAR

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 29, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize Sav-
age Precision Fabrication, Inc. of Wylie,
Texas.

Founded by W.T. and JoAnn Gardner in
1975, and still run by the couple today, Sav-
age Precision has been named the 2010 Sub-
contractor of the Year by the United States
Small Business Administration, SBA. This is
the fourth time that the company has earned
a prestigious designation from the SBA.

As a top-notch manufacturer of precision-
machined and sheet metal components, Sav-
age serves a number of major aerospace and
defense contractors, as well as high-tech cor-
porations. In fact, the company proudly sup-
plies F-35 Joint Strike Fighter parts to Lock-
heed-Martin, playing a crucial support role for
our Armed Forces.

Service to country has always been a pri-
ority at Savage Precision. The company’s
founder and CEO, W.T. Gardner, is a United
States Army veteran. He and JoAnn grew their
company through their belief in the American
principles of honesty, loyalty, and hard work.
From the moment they opened the doors of
Savage Precision, the couple’s company
motto was, “If it doesn’t work, you don’t have
to pay me.” That’s fair, that’s right, and that’s
true commitment to excellence.
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